
River of Hope 
 “There is a river whose streams make 

glad the city of God, the holy habitation 

of the Most High.  God is in the midst of 

the city; it shall not be moved; God will 

help it when the morning dawns.”   

Psalm 46:4-5. 

It is with much excitement and anticipa-

tion as I prepare to attend the Triennial 

Gathering  as a guest of Presbyterian 

Women USA to be held in Orlando Flor-

ida leaving Friday 13 July 2012.  

gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/pwgathering/

about-gathering – 

This fantastic opportunity gifted to Pres-

byterian Women New Zealand following 

friendship and fellowship contacts made 

by Mary McIntyre and Rev Pamela Tank-

ersley whilst meeting with Ecumenical 

Women at the United Nations in New 

York.  Presbyterian Women USA ex-

tended a hand to a stranger.  I shall never 

forget my older Asian friend and parish-

ioner, Eileen Thackery, who with fore-

sight first introduced me to a Dunedin 

Presbyterial with an invitation to at-

tend a meeting.  It was where I was 

entertained and enlightened by a guest 

from Habitat New Zealand.   I was 

suitably impressed. 

So many older Presbyterian women 

are so full of courage, compassion and 

friendship that they welcome new 

faces in their midst. This type of per-

son supports and encourages a leader 

in their parish to reach out to others.  

This leader may form a group with 

maybe with one or two, with children 

or without, in the evening or weekend 

but networks soon grow especially 

when common ground is discovered 

and in time it is possible to share the 

injustices of others.  As a management 

graduate we followed McGregors the-

ory:   Why follow Theory X –with an 

authoritarian, repressive style. Tight 

control, no development which pro-

duces limited, depressed culture - 

When we could follow Theory Y - 

which has a liberating and develop-

mental style.  Control, achievement 

and continuous improvement are 

achieved by enabling, empowering 

and giving responsi-

bility. At the heart of this is love and 

spirituality. 

I am so looking forward to bringing 

news from the Triennial gathering and 

am so very hopeful that we may focus on 

new ways to reach out to younger 

women and women of different cultures.  

Hopefully, bring something to excite 

them to enable their distinctive gifts and 

insights to be valued within the church 

and the community. 

This coming August we will be holding 

our National Convenors Group meeting 

in Wellington.  At that meeting the main 

purpose will be to look at ways we may 

reach out to all Presbyteries to find a 

way to use the precious and generous 

funds gifted by Nan Burgess to Presbyte-

rian Women Aotearoa New Zealand. 

“We are fearfully and wonderfully 

made” Psalm 139:14.  Take care, 

- Jan Harland 

  National Convenor 

Vacancies …… 
As we move towards 2013, 
please be aware that we will 
be looking for a New Conve-
nor, Secretary and Treasurer.  

The Gleanings Team indi-
cated at the beginning of the 
year that they would like to 
retire as soon as a new per-
son/team could be found.   
Please be aware that the 
team will be retiring at the 
end of 2012.   We took on 
this job in July 2006 and 
now with other commitments 
and a change in family cir-
cumstances, it is time for 
someone else to take on this 
responsibility.    

Contact Hazel O’Brien if 
you would like more details.   

email - 
hazmic.ob@xtra.co.nz  
 

 

Presbyterian Women Aotearoa 
New Zealand, is pleased to offer a 
grant to women in our church seek-
ing Christian training in 2013, to 
help with course costs. 

 Do you know women seeking 
training? 

 Would a Study Grant be wel-
come? 

Application forms are obtainable 
from -  

Valerie Anderson 
National Secretary 
Presbyterian Women Aotearoa NZ 
P.O. Box 105, 
Alexandra 9340. 
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He Knows 
Sometimes life 
 is hard to understand 

We face challenges and obstacles 
 that were never in our plans. 
Yet we can trust 
 nothing is a surprise to God. 
He’s there to walk with us each 

step, 
 hold our hands, 
 and guide us to all the good 
 He has for our lives. 
His love will be with us 
 wherever we go. 
 

 



Dear APW, 

I write to thank you so very much for 

your funding which allowed me to attend 

Going Further on Great Barrier Island this 

summer. I had attended Going Further 

two years ago, and found it a truly life-

changing experience. Despite wanting to 

attend this year, I felt that my tight stu-

dent budget probably wouldn’t allow it! 

But thanks to your support, I made it onto 

the tiny ferry and back to the stunning 

island retreat of Orama. I am so grateful 

to you all for your support, because Going 

Further this year was the best possible 

way to start the year. 

Carlton Johnstone asked me if I would 

consider attending as a leader this time, 

and so I helped lead a small group as well 

as playing various musical instruments 

with Natalie Yeoman in the morning and 

evening sessions. Meeting and working 

with Natalie was such a joy, and I really 

appreciated that chance to step up into 

leadership.  

We spent our time on the Barrier explor-

ing the Beatitudes, which, despite being 

short and sweet, managed to occupy a 

whole week of study. I guess Jesus’ 

teachings are good like that! The Beati-

tudes always fascinated me, but I also 

found them very puzzling. If Jesus is say-

ing that those who mourn, the poor in 

spirit, those who are persecuted, are 

blessed, then are we to strive for those 

things? Why would Jesus want us all to 

mourn? Why should we strive to be poor 

in spirit? The teaching we received on 

these passages, and delving deeper 

through discussion, helped me to under-

stand Jesus and his call on my life in a 

whole new way. Perhaps the Beatitudes 

are not a checklist to strive for, but per-

haps they are a glimpse of the Kingdom 

of Heaven; a Kingdom where the world’s 

values are turned upside down, and the 

poor in spirit find hope, those who 

mourn find comfort, the peacemakers 

truly bring peace.   

I could write for much longer and bore 

you with all the things I learned that 

week, but instead I’ll mention a couple 

of further highlights. As well as the theo-

logical input I received, I was also re-

minded of the importance of spiritual 

disciplines, and am so grateful for the 

chance to have a week to put them into 

practice. Somehow it’s easier to practice 

the discipline of daily prayer when your 

whole week is structured around it, and 

you can pray overlooking one of the 

most beautiful bays in New Zealand! 

And it’s also easier to put something into 

practice amidst your busy life of flatting 

and law school and church leadership 

and friends when you’ve had the 

chance to make it a routine for a whole 

week. I’m grateful for that encourage-

ment of my spiritual life. 

Finally, I think that one of the most 

worthwhile outcomes of Going Further 

is the chance to meet and make friends 

with other Christian young people. The 

first year I attended, I met someone 

who attended a Presbyterian church in 

Wellington, where I was about to 

move. That church has now been my 

home for just over two years, and has 

made my transition to Wellington so 

much easier. There’s something so 

special about finding a ready-made 

family in your new city – maybe it’s to 

do with the Kingdom of Heaven…! 

Going Further allows you to network 

with so many people all over New 

Zealand. There’s nothing more encour-

aging for a young woman trying out to 

work out what God requires of her 

than to meet other young men and 

women who are doing the same. Going 

Further is about the journey, and I 

thank you all for allowing me and 

other young women to embark on that 

journey.  

With thanks,  

- Sophie Macaulay.   

 

 

 The Regional Manager of the 

Otaki Health Camp, Maggie 

Malone spoke recently at the 

Levin Uniting Women’s fellow-

ship.   The children  are referred 

by agencies such as school, doc-

tors, etc. and attend the camp for 

five weeks.   She told some sad 

stories about how some children 

have only the clothes they arrive 

in;  no toothbrushes, soap, etc.,  

and many don’t know how to use 

a knife and fork or have regular 

routines of any kind. The staff  

become very fond of the chil-

dren. They are followed up in 

their homes and communities for 

2 years after leaving the camp. 

Maggie was  presented with a 

bag containing 100 pairs of new 

underwear suitable for boys and 

girls between the ages of 5 – 12. 

A reminder …. 
The Statistic forms are now out. 
The Blue Forms are for the parishes, 
and to be returned to their local Pres-
byterials. 

The Pink Forms are to be returned by 
the Presbyterials to - 

Presbyterian Women Aotearoa NZ 
National Secretary, 
Valerie Anderson, 
P.O. Box 105, 
Alexandra. 9340. 

 ‘Without a Vision the People 

Perish’ by Professor Diane 

Feeney of Australia.   

 Some will remember Diane 

spoke at an APW Conference 

(Palmerston North?) a few years 

ago.   Not long after the Confer-

ence Diane was killed in an air 

crash.    Tapes were made of her 

addresses (2).    Peggy Jourdain, 

email pdj@actrix.co.nz or phone 

06 368.4410 has loaned her copy 

to someone and would very 

much like it back.     
 Perhaps you also have the tape of 

that address and would be will-
ing to let Peggy have a copy.  
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Thank you 

Snippets …...  
 Barbara Nairn, an active member 

of St. John’s Presbyterian Church, 

Rotorua died recently aged 92 years.   

Barbara held numerous positions in 

the church including Elder, Sunday 

School teacher & Youth Group 

leader, and held office in APW both 

at Parish and Presbyterial level.  She 

was also active in the community.   



National Convenor 
Jan Harland 
Gracehill.  2 Byron Street 
Mornington 
Dunedin 9011 
03 453 1253    Mobile 0273560215 
harland-rusher@xtra.co.nz 
 
Deputy Convenor 
Liz Miller, 
86 Green Island, Bush Road 
RD1, Dunedin. 9076 
03 487.8525 
liz.miller@xtra.co.nz  
 
Secretary 
Presbyterian Women NZ 
Valerie Anderson 
P.O. Box 105 
Alexandra 9320 
03 448 8049 
robval653@slingshot.co.nz  
 
Pacific Island Representative 
Faaolataga (Ola) Leasi 
12 Driver Crescent 
Cannons Creek 
PORIRUA 
Wellington 
Manse: 04 237 6469 
faaolataga.leasi@whitireia.ac.nz  
Or home email: leasi@xtra.conz  
 
 
 
 

Treasurer 
Ngaire Pearce 
102 Mountain View Road 
Gleniti 
Timaru 7910 
03 686 1834 
jim_ngaire@clear.net.nz 
 
Missions Convenor 
Joan Roberts, 
149 Heta Road 
New Plymouth. 4312 
06 757.5267 
svjorob@xtra.co.nz 
 
Resources Convenor 
Bev Quigley 
Birch Street, 
Timaru 7910 
03 686.1207 
Contact c/- 
jim_ngaire@clear.net.nz 
 
United Nations Convenor 
Pamela Tankersley 
Home - 51 Roy Street 
Palmerston North 4410 
06 355 3908 
tanks@paradise.net.nz  
Contact in Wellington (3 days a week) 
Global Mission Co-ordinator 
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New 
Zealand 
P.O. Box 9049, Wellington  6141 
Direct dial 04 381 829 
Mobile 0274910677 
pamela@presbyterian.org.nz 
 
 

Communications Convenors (Joint) 
Faatali Leiua 
146 Sievers Grove 
Porirua 
Wellington 
04 890.0741 
tali.leiua@hotmail.co.nz  
 
 

Fotu Lualua 
47 Strathavon Road 
Miramar 
Wellington 6022 
04 976.5422  
0273235453 
fotu.lualua@clear.net.nz  
 
Website 
 www.presbyterian.org.nz 
Click on ‘National Ministries’  
   - Assoc. Presbyterian Women 
   - Gleanings newsletter 
 
Editor - ‘Braided River of Faith’ 
Rev. Judy Bedford 
321 Kimbolton Road,  
Feilding  4702    
06 323.5849  
judy.bedford@slingshot.co.nz  
 
 
        Gleanings Editorial Team 
         Shirley Fraser 
         Margaret Hastie 
         Lafulafu Ekenasio 
         Hazel O’Brien 
       hazmic.ob@xtra.co.nz  

BEYOND WORDS  
Grieving when your child has 
died 
by Andrew Thompson (Starship 
Hospital & Auckland University) 
and Tricia  Irving Hendry 
(Skylight)* 

This handbook is relevant to be-
reaved parents around the world 
and has just been published in New 
Zealand.   The book brings together 
the best mix of understanding, in-
sight and support information pos-
sible with the comments insights, 
stories and letters of many be-
reaved parents whose children may 
have died at any age, including as 
babies or as adults.   The text is 
combined with warm colours and 
striking photography.  The book 
offers honesty and frankness—
which so many bereaved parents 
say they want—while also offering 
encouragement, comfort, grief 
management ideas, support options 
and hope.  Supporting bereaved 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

parents well is also one way of sup-
porting other children they may 
have in their family circle, of any 
age, because they will be hurting 
and grieving too.  

 

* Skylight is a New Zealand not for 
profit trust specializing in supporting 
all ages through tough life issues of 
change, loss, trauma and grief — 
whatever the cause.   Our support re-
sources are used around the world.   
Through these and our other support 
services, we assist children, young 
people and adults to build up their re-
silience and move forward.   We also 
support the caregivers, relatives, 
friends, neighbours, workmates, com-
munity groups and professionals car-
ing for them. 

Please see www.skylight.org.nz  

or Phone 088 299 100 
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Next Issue of Gleanings 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER  2012 

 
All information for the  

next issue to be in the hands of 
Hazel O’Brien 

hazmic.ob@xtra.co.nz  

no later than 

Monday 13 August 2012 
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From St. Andrew’s, Blenheim 

Each year, St. Andrews’s, Blen-
heim has a fundraising dinner for 
the APW/MWF Project.   Prior to 
the dinner, film, and information 
about the recipients of the funds 
are shared with the parishioners so 
everyone knows what the project 
is all about. 
The dinner itself always has a 
theme and is an evening of dress-
up and fun.   This year’s theme 

was ‘Alice in Wonderland and 
Through the Looking Glass’ with 
many dressed in part including 
Hatters, Cheshire Cats, Alices, 
The King and Queen of Hearts, the 
Cook complete with Pepper Pot, 
Tweedledum & Tweedledee plus 
many white rabbits. 
Aperitifs of blue ‘Pool of Tears’ 
punch and ‘eat me’ mini sand-
wiches were served in the foyer 
before moving through the 

‘Looking Glass’ for dinner.   This 
consisted of Mock Turtle Soup;  
Slivy Toves served with Brillig 
Salad and Borogrove Rice;  
Queen’s Tarts and Red Velvet Cup 
Cakes followed by tea and coffee.  
The pain free evening raised ap-
proximately $900.00.    
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