
Christmas—A time for coming together and healing 

2011 has brought with it earthquakes 

in Japan and Christchurch, on-going 

grief after the Pike River tragedy, the 

lack of water in Tuvalu and now the 

pollution from a broken ship on our 

coastline. 

The devastation that hit Christchurch 

continues to be on our minds as the 

city gathers together to rebuild in the 

wake of the earthquakes this year.  

The memories of loss and mayhem 

still plague many in the city and our 

hearts go out to each and every one of 

those who have suffered and continue 

to suffer in their loss.   

The stories of women who have had 

to struggle to overcome the lack of 

sanitary conditions and water short-

ages will no doubt clearly identify 

with the issues facing the islands such 

as Tuvalu now. A resident in the east-

ern suburbs of Christchurch had be-

come immune to bucketing water for 

washing and trudging through the 

snow to their “garden en suite” 

during this winter.  They are now 

ecstatic to have a fresh smelling 

flushing toilet inside their home.  

Such basic needs of fresh clean 

water and washing facilities that 

we in other parts of New Zealand 

all take for granted.  

Healing is a long process, but it 

begins with faith and prayer. Peo-

ple can be hurt from poor health; 

they can need healing from cancer 

or chemotherapy. Christians can 

also need healing from loss, hurtful 

relationships or abusive marriages.  

A prayer for healing is often the 

first step to recovery. By gaining 

the support of your fellow Chris-

tian community, you can begin to 

heal. Pray for healing and for the 

reversal of your suffering. God 

hears all prayers and wants to an-

swer our prayers for all those who 

are faithful. Religion is a gift that 

we have been given from God in 

heaven. 

Our family and friends are universally 

important. The Ashburton community 

recently opened their hearts to the 

women of Christchurch with a special 

“day away”.  Now you have an oppor-

tunity in the joy of giving and the 

value of facing your fears to join with 

new friends and enjoy the blessings of 

fellowship, entertainment and enlight-

enment by securing your attendance at 

the Presbyterian Women New Zea-

land (APW) National Gathering in 

Christchurch from Friday 20th to Sun-

day 22 April 2012. 

The National Co-ordinating Group 

which recently met on 11 October 

2011 extends to you, our very best 

wishes for a memorable and Happy 

Christmas and so very much to look 

forward to in 2012. 
 

Blessings,  

Jan Harland 

Convenor 

New Zealand’s 163,000 vulnerable children 

A quote from “Every Child Counts” 

reports that „New Zealand  is one of 

the most poorly performing countries 

in the OECD in terms of outcomes for 

children  We  also have one of the 

lowest public investments in children 

in the OECD‟. The government is 

calling for a response to its Green Pa-

per on Vulnerable Children stating 

that its vision for children is that 

„Every child thrives, belongs and 

achieves’. (Presbyterian Women NZ 

has NCW representatives throughout 

the country who are being asked to 

respond to this paper.)  The document 

suggests the government should en-

courage communities to take more 

responsibility for the wellbeing of 

their children and it includes the 

church as one of these communi-

ties. As follower‟s of Jesus who 

loved children, we need to ask the 

question “As members of Christ‟s 

church what responsibility do we 

have to society‟s children and how 

can we make a difference?” 

The challenge for us is to pray, lis-

ten, talk and follow the Spirit‟s 

leading.  Kid's Friendly has some 

wonderful programmes and re-

sponses will be different for meet-

ing the needs in each community. 

However as Presbyterian Women 

let us take this challenge seriously 

and respond.  

Quotes from  
NCW The Circular No. 547  

October 2011     

- Heather Tate        

FROM THE KIDS found in an old issue of 

               Hubbards Clipboard ! 

Spend time with me. Enjoy me. 

Tell me what you like about me. 

Help me find the words to tell you how I 

feel. 

Help me feel big and proud. Honour my 

feelings. 

Tell me clearly what you want from me. 

Be firm. Say No. I depend on you to set 

limits for me. 

Let me know you still love me when 

you don‟t like what I do. 

Keep me safe when you get mad at me. 

Let me learn by trying things. Comfort 

me when trying makes me cross. 

Say sorry when you‟re wrong. Show me 

it really is Ok to make mistakes. 

Coach me. I learn how to act by copying 

you. 

It‟s my job to be the kid.  I need you to 

be the grown up! 

Compiled by Relationship Services. 
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It has been established that Presbyterian 
Women NZ (APW) have the right to op-
erate their own bank accounts.   
All receipts and letter heads, to have the 
Charities Commission Number on them.   
Because we have a number of different 
combinations of parishes, we would ask 
that the APW or Fellowship go to their 
Parish Treasurer, ask them for the Chari-
ties Commission number they are using, 
and put that on all their receipts and letter 
heads. 
 

Study Grant Recipients …. 

Dellwyn Moylan - Ashburton 
 Hospital Chaplaincy 

Erin Pendreigh - Cromwell 
 Bachelor of Theology 

Elizabeth Tamati - Porirua 
 Bachelor of Theology  

Congratulations to you all 

 

 

The Gift for someone who has 
everything -  

  What will you give to someone 
who have everything this 
Christmas?   May I suggest a 
„Charity Gift Donation‟, that is,  
giving a financial payment for 
under-privileged people in 
place of a Christmas gift.   
There are a number of charities 
out there who are running this 
scheme, including Christian 
World Service. 

  - Rae Simpson 

 
 

St. Paul’s Church, Napier Fire-

side, held a Bring and Buy Stall to 

raise funds for Habitat for Hu-

manity. 

 Members brought along home 

baking, marmalade, lemon honey, 

walnuts and produce.   $500 was 

raised on the day. 

 - Dorothy Finlayson, President. 

 

 

  
 

From Christchurch Presbyterial 

 This year we were invited to have 

our Country Day at Ashburton and 

what a great day it was.   The 

theme for the day was „Kia kaha -  

Forever Strong‟ and the organising 

committee had arranged a day of 

fellowship, worship and entertain-

ment.   Over 130 women from 

Christchurch, South and Mid-

Canterbury, assembled at St. An-

drew‟s Presbyterian Church and 
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Charities Commission Number 

Birthday Mission and Stamp 
money 

 The recipients this year are -  

 Turakina       $8,000 
 Christian Nursery 
     School (Jaghadri)         $1,000 
 St. Thomas School      $1,000 
 Global Mission     $10,000 
 Leadership camp for 
    Two young women     $1,060 

Gathering—20-22 April 2012 

If any parish has not received a    bro-
chure, please contact the National 
Secretary, Valerie Anderson, P.O. 
Box 105, Alexandra. 
 
Our Speakers are well worthwhile 

coming to hear -  
Mr. John Hunt  - Celtic Spirituality  

Mrs. Gwen Neave - Turakina Old Girl 

Mrs. Jan McMeeken - Youth Court 
Judge - Christchurch  

Plus …. 
Heather James - Singing 
Christchurch Korean Community 
PIC Wellington sharing some of their 
       culture with us  
 

We look forward to you coming 
and sharing this weekend with us

From the National Co-ordinating Group 

Nan Burgess Bequest - $20,000 

 After much discussion the NCG 

Committee agreed that we take to 

the National Gathering a recom-

mendation “That this money be 

used to fund someone to work with 

Presbyterian Youth Mission, to 

publicize Presbyterian Women NZ 

(APW)”.   We would be looking 

for a young person, who could as-

sess from the community, an ac-

tion plan on how to connect with 

Presbyterian Women of the next 

generation, and how to continue on 

into the future, still making our 

organization meaningful to the 

coming generations. 

Snippets …. 



Convenor 
Jan Harland 
Gracehill.  2 Byron Street 
Mornington 
Dunedin 9011 
03 453 1253    Mobile 0273560215 
harland-rusher@xtra.co.nz 
 
Secretary 
Presbyterian Women NZ 
Valerie Anderson 
P.O. Box 105 
Alexandra 9320 
03 448 8049 
robval653@slingshot.co.nz  
 
Pacific Island Representative 
Faaolataga (Ola) Leasi 
12 Driver Crescent 
Cannons Creek 
PORIRUA 
Wellington 
Manse: 04 237 6469 
faaolataga.leasi@whitireia.ac.nz  
Or home email: leasi@xtra.conz  
 
 
Treasurer 
Ngaire Pearce 
102 Mountain View Road 
Gleniti 
Timaru 7910 
03 686 1834 
jim_ngaire@clear.net.nz 
 
 
 
 

Missions Convenor 
Rae Simpson 
12 Kotanui Ave. 
Army Bay, 
Whangaparoa 0930 
09 424 4274 
lestrsimpson@xtra.co.nz  
 
Resources Convenor 
Lois Diaper 
7 Wordsworth Place 
Stoke, Nelson. 7011 
03 547 1456 
elljayd@slingshot.co.nz  
 
United Nations Convenor 
Pamela Tankersley 
Home - 51 Roy Street 
Palmerston North 4410 
06 355 3908 
tanks@paradise.net.nz  
Contact in Wellington (3 days a week) 
Global Mission Co-ordinator 
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New 
Zealand 
P.O. Box 9049, Wellington  6141 
Direct dial 04 381 829 
Mobile 0274910677 
pamela@presbyterian.org.nz 
 
 
 Communications Convenors (Joint) 
Faatali Leiua 
146 Sievers Grove 
Porirua 
Wellington 
04 890.0741 
tali.leiua@hotmail.co.nz  
 

 

Fotu Lualua 
47 Strathavon Road 
Miramar 
Wellington 6022 
04 976.5422  
0273235453 
fotu.lualua@clear.net.nz  
 
APW Website 
 www.presbyterian.org.nz 
Click on „National Ministries‟  
   - Assoc. Presbyterian Women 
   - Gleanings newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next issue of Gleanings will be 

MARCH/APRL 2012 
 

Gleanings Editorial Team 
Margaret Hastie 

Lafulafu Ekenasio 
Shirley Fraser 
Hazel O‟Brien 

 
All information for the next issue 

to be in the hands of 
Hazel O‟Brien no later than 

15 February 2012  
hazmic.ob@xtra.co.nz 

Nelson Regional Day 
St. Andrew‟s Uniting Church, 
Motueka was the venue for this 
year‟s Nelson Regional Day.  
The theme was „I am‟;  each 
parish group was invited to pre-
pare a Worship Centre depicting 
one of Christ‟s „I ams‟.   Amaz-
ingly each chose a different one 
- ‟I am the light of the world‟;  
‟I am the bread of life‟;  ‟I am 
the true vine‟;  ‟I am the way 
the truth and the life‟.   Other 
features of the day were work-
shops on music, visiting, and an 
inspirational talk by a talented 
quilter;  some examples of 
whose handiwork was on dis-
play.      

     - Lois Diaper 

Snippets - continued 

From Christchurch …. Cont’d 
The programme included music 
and dance by young people from 
the parish, and how talented they 
were.   The speaker, Christine 
Ross, told us of her busy life ad we 
marveled at her many achieve-
ments in sport, farming and com-
munity work.   A beautiful lunch 
was provided and we were able to 
browse and buy from a wide vari-
ety of stalls. 

Operation Cover-up 
Many of our members do knitting 
for Operation Cover-up and these 
goods are shipped to Eastern 
Europe.   Thousands of blankets, 
hats, jerseys, etc. are sent from NZ 
each year.   The thank you letters 
and stories from those who have 
visited these areas make one realize 
how much the knitting is appreci-
ated, especially when in winter the 
temperature can lower to –20º. 
- Gillian Burlton  
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It is some time since anything was 

published widely about TMGC, al-

though the parishes of the Manawatu 

Wanganui Presbytery have been con-

tacted from time to time.  And some 

of them have been able to host girls 

from the College at Sunday services/

lunches etc. 

From time to time those same par-

ishes are invited to contribute finan-

cially to various projects, particularly 

relating to the hostel, and their  contri-

butions enable Friends to preserve its 

funds for the scholarships which are 

its priority.  The latest such project 

has been for matching bedcovers – a 

different colour for each year group – 

in the dormitories.   It has taken quite 

a long time to raise the money, source 

appropriate covers and purchase them.  

But thanks to the generosity of some 

parishes and individuals and Spot-

light‟s generous 20% discount, the 

whole project has come in just under 

budget and the covers are all now at 

the College awaiting distribution next 

term.  Of course, as with any residen-

tial property, maintenance in the hos-

tel is ongoing and where possible Mr. 

Paul Hudson, the maintenance man at 

the school, does his best to keep the 

costs for that as low as possible. 

The school roll this year is quite low, 

and as usually happens, has dropped 

further during the year.  Terehia 

Channings, the Principal, sees as a 

priority the recruitment and retention 

of pupils and is planning a promo-

tional tour very soon.  It is pleasing 

that there have been a large number of 

requests for enrolment packs (for 

2012), including 2 from Australia, 

from which there have been a number 

of acceptances.  This is a good start 

and we all look forward to hearing of 

many more new enrolments in the 

next few months. 

Early in September the College held 

its annual Kapa Haka competitions – 

what used to be called Culture Night.  

This year it was held in the Marton 

Memorial Hall on a Saturday morning 

and the enthusiasm and hard work of 

all the girls was very evident in their 

very professional presentations.  

Kowhai Whare were the overall win-

ners, though as Mrs Channings said 

in her newsletter to parents “We are 

so very proud of the performances by 

all our Houses on Saturday 3 Sep-

tember as they took the stage at the 

Marton War Memorial Hall for our 

Inter-House Kapa Haka competition.  

All Houses were winners on the day.  

However, we congratulate Kowhai 

Whare, who are our School Inter-

House Kapa Haka champions for 

2011”. 

Now it is time for exams and the girls 

are studying hard.  The staff are all 

hardworking and encouraging and 

relate really well to the students who, 

in return, respond well to the staff. 

Many people will probably remem-

ber the drive for a gymnasium for the 

school.  A huge amount of time and 

effort was put in by a number of peo-

ple, but sadly the financial situation 

of the school just will not allow such 

a large outlay in the foreseeable fu-

ture.  However, the Sports Co-

ordinator has been busy setting up a 

fitness training room for the students.  

We have been fortunate to have some 

equipment donated to the school 

from staff, whanau, and the local 

gym.  A maintenance and safety 

check will be carried out on all do-

nated equipment before the students 

are able to have access.  It is hoped 

that an unused dormitory may be 

used as a fitness room once more 

equipment is acquired, and the class-

room space that is currently being 

used is needed. (Principal‟s Report 

August 2011). 

Hostel staffing this year has been 

quite a problem because of sickness 

etc.  Long-term Matron (about 15 

years) Mrs Marley Milner has been 

on sick leave for most of the year, 

returning to work recently.  But she 

soon realised that she needed to retire 

completely and on 18 August the 

staff held a farewell lunch for Mar-

ley, at which there was representation 

from both Friends and the Board of 

Proprietors.  We all wish Marley 

(Auntie Marley to the girls) well as 

she returns to her home and whanau 

in Wellington.  Some members of the 

school staff, including Rev Tukua 

Tuwairua, have volunteered to as-

sist with relief in the hostel when 

necessary, thus freeing up the CEO 

(Principal Terehia).  And there is 

excited anticipation that a Hostel 

Manager appointment will be made 

very soon. 

You will realise that this letter is 

almost all about the hostel, but that 

is where Friends’ focus has always 

been.  The Board of Proprietors, as 

owner of the buildings and em-

ployer of the hostel staff, is work-

ing very hard, with limited finance, 

to ensure that everything possible 

is done to provide a comfortable, 

safe, home-away-from-home envi-

ronment for the girls who choose to 

attend Turakina.  The work of the 

Board of Trustees concentrates on 

the „school side‟, with the support 

of the Department of Education. 

During the first week of the last 

school holidays Terehia was able to 

attend the First Time Principals‟ 

Conference in Auckland and found 

it invaluable to be able to network 

with other „new‟ principals.  Then 

on 11 and 12 August Terehia and 

the school Chaplain, Rev Tukua 

Tuwairua were able to attend the 

Presbyterian Schools Conference in 

Dunedin.  Terehia had been asked 

to give a 10 minute presentation 

about TMGC during the confer-

ence dinner and both she and Tu-

kua were very gratified at the inter-

est, support and encouragement for 

the school shown by the other at-

tendees.  They returned to the Col-

lege absolutely “buzzing”! 

While at the Conference Columba 

College offered to pay for two 

TMGC year 9 students per year to 

enjoy a week‟s skiing with their 

year 9 girls in the South Island.  

The first two, Ella Lyon and Lani 

Hirini have now been able to take 

up that generous offer and pre-

sented their report, complete with 

power point presentation, to a very 

envious school at a recent assem-

bly! 

- Jan Thomson 
Secretary/Treasurer  

Friends of Turakina 
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From ‘Friends of Turakina’ (Marton)) 


