
On the day when the weight deadens on your 

shoulders, and you stumble, 

may the clay dance to balance you. 

And when your eyes freeze behind the grey 

window 

and the ghost of loss gets into you, 

may a flock of colours: 

indigo, red, green and azure blue, 

come to awaken in you a meadow of delight. 

And when the canvas frays on your corac of 

thought 

and the stain of the ocean blackens beneath 

you, 

may a yellow moonbeam come across the  

water to guide you safely home. 

 

May the nourishment of the earth be yours. 

May the clarity of the light be yours. 

May the fluency of the ocean be yours. 

May the protection of the ancestors be yours. 

And may a gentle wind work these words of 

love around you, 

an invisible cloak to mind your life. 

 

John O'Donohue 

At the Gathering, the theme was 

“Growing into the Future” and the 

devotions led by the Rev Chris Elliot 

on Friday night, set the pace. Chris 

talked about the differences between 

the Builder generation (those born 

before 1946) and those after, in our 

case mostly the Boomers.   How can 

we as Builder and Boomers reach the 

next groups – sometimes known as 

Generation X and Y? We recognised 

and talked openly about our inability 

to hand on APW just as it is to the 

next generation of women in the 

church and the necessity to consult 

with younger women about how they 

can to be empowered to serve in the 

church.  We began to see that God is 

showing us that the precious taonga 

we know as the APW with its accent 

on mission locally and globally, its 

pastoral care, its international con-

nections through the UN ECOSOC 

NGO status, its study programmes 

and it’s empowerment of women, 

may only be carried into the future 

with forms and structures that the 

next generations might choose. It is 

clear that we at the threshold of a 

new era. We recognised that we have 

the choice either to continue on as 

we are, with increasing age profile, 

decreasing energy and numbers or to 

have the courage to let go and let 

God show us the way.   

The two major decisions made at the 

meeting in Christchurch reflected 

this new understanding:  

We agreed to change our name to PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND:  we will not use the acro-

nym but in line with Church policy will use it in full or just PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN.  This was an excellent debate 

and views were expressed from all the members, including via letters from those unable to be present.  It was seen as a 

shift of focus from the old to the new, a kind of rebranding for the future. 

 It was also agreed that any consequences of this name – alterations to the constitution/guidelines, exploring a new logo, 

advising the General Assembly - would be dealt with by the National Coordinating Group.  Members were reminded that 

our constitution/guidelines fall under the Presbyterian Church rather than under any separate Trust legislation, and there 

will be very few costs associated with this change.   It was also pointed out that local groups and Presbyterials can still 

choose how they will be known. 

A second remit asked the meeting to agree to the use of the bequest of 

the Rev Nan Burgess for a consultation process between Presbyterian 

Women and the next generation of women in our church.  While there was 

general agreement that this consultation must take place, the way it might 

happen was greatly debated.  The meeting eventually agreed by consensus 

that we would invite groups of young women already known as young lead-

ers in the church to meet with Presbyterian Women, being sure to manage 

this in a multi-cultural way. It was also suggested that every Presbyterian 

Women group might ask their young women how the gifts and heritage of 

Presbyterian Women might encourage them to deeper mission and ministry 

in the church, and what form and structure they would want to make this 

happen.  We were clear that this is not a process ‘to save the APW’, but 

rather, in the Spirit of Resurrection, to allow a new ministry of women to arise, 

that serves the next generation of women in the church.  We do this conscious that our current groups may continue to 

operate in their present form, and serve the need of our older members for some time.  

 Special Conference Issue 
May 2012 

Association of 

Presbyterian Women 
 

The Gathering  makes some big decisions 

NCG 2012 + Annie & Cyrilline (Vanuatu) 



John Hunt’s talk ….. 
Ngaire Pearce  has copies of John 

Hunts talk on Celtic Spirituality 

which he gave at the Gathering in 

Chch.  If anyone wants a copy then 

could they email  Ngaire  -

jim_ngaire@clear.net.nz or phone  

036861834 or send a stamped ad-

dressed envelope to 102 Mountain 

View Road Timaru 7910.    

Page 2 

NATIONAL CO-ORDINATING GROUP 

Presbyterian Women Aotearoa New Zealand 

2012 

National Convenor   Treasurer   Communications Convenors (Joint) 

Jan Harland.    Ngaire Pearce.   Faatali Leiua. 

Gracehill, 2 Byron Street.   102 Mountain View Road  146 Sievers Grove. 

Mornington    Gleniti    Porirua 

Dunedin 9011    Timaru 7910   Wellington. 

03 453 1253  -  Mobile 027 3560215  03 686 1834   04 890 0741 

harland-rusher@xtra.co.nz   jim_ngaire@clear.net.nz  tali.leiua@hotmail.co.nz 

 

Deputy Convenor    Missions Convenor  Fotu Lualua 

Liz Miller.    Joan Roberts.   47 Strathavon Road 

86 Green Island,  Bush  Road   149 Heta Road   Miramar 

R D 1, Dunedin. 9076   New Plymouth.  4312  Wellington 6022 

03 487 8525    06 757 5267   04 976 5422   Mobile  027 323 5453 

liz.miller@xtra.co.nz   syjorob@xtra.co.nz  fotu.lualua@clear.net.nz 

Secretary  

Presbyterian Women  Aotearoa New Zealand Resources Convenor  Pacific Island Representative 

Valerie Anderson.    Bev Quigley   Faaolataga (Ola) Leasi 

P.O.Box 105    Birch Street.   12 Driver Crescent 

Alexandra 9340    Timaru 7910   Cannons Creek, Porirua, Wellington 5024 

03 4488049    03 686 1207    Manse 04 237 6469 

robval653@slingshot.co.nz   contact c/-    Faaolataga.leasi@whitireia.ac.nz 

     jim_ngaire@clear.net.nz  home email:  leasi@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

United Nations Convenor   Editor – Braided River of Faith Presbyterian Women Aotearoa  

         New Zealand 
Pamela Tankersley    Rev. Judy Bedford.   Website:-  www.presbyterian.org.nz 

Home 51 Roy Street, Palmerston North . 4410 321 Kimbolton Road.  Click on “National Ministries” 

06 355 3908    Fielding. 4702   - Assoc.Presbyterian Women. 

tanks@paradise.net.nz   06 323 5849   - Gleanings newsletter. 

Contact in Wellington (3days a week)  judy.bedford@slingshot.co.nz  

Global Missions Co-ordinator - 

Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 

P.O.Box 9049, Wellington 6141 

Direct Dial 04 381 8294 

Cell 027 491 0677 

pamela@presbyterian.org.nz 

I am Joan Roberts your new Mis-

sions Convener , I would love to 

hear from members with ideas for 

future projects, and to know more 

about you. 

You may e-mail me at 

syjorob@xtra.co.nz 

or write to me at 

149 Heta Road, Highlands Park. 

New Plymouth 4312. 

Phone 06 7575267 Very Rev. Pamela Tankersley together  

with Anne Karie & Cyrilline Bani  

Rae Simpson & Lois Diaper 
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Presbyterian Women New Zealand 

Gathering 

20-22 April 2012 

Held at Rangi Ruru Girls’ School 

Christchurch, New Zealand 

 

What an absolute pleasure to be involved 

with the well-received national gathering 

in Christchurch at Rangi Ruru Girls’ 

School.  Over 94 women registered repre-

senting over 2000 women. Participants 

arrived from throughout New Zealand 

from Whangarei to Stewart Island. Our 

Policy and Administration Group (P& A) 

members Ngaire Pearce (Treasurer), Fotu 

Lualua (Communications), Valerie 

Anderson (Secretary) and Christine 

Keating   from Rangi Ruru Girls’ School  

welcomed everyone staying at the Board-

ing Hostel. 

Our overarching theme “Growing into the 

Future” gave us much to think about.  The 

theme is so very relevant for us to grow 

our organisation.  To reach out and wel-

come new young women in friendship 

who may join in with all the good work 

being carried out by our existing members 

throughout the country. Presbyterian 

Women have much to be proud of with 

the work of global and national mission 

and fostering friendships within their lo-

cal parishes.  If new younger members 

their friends and colleagues can see what 

has been possible then they too will want 

to engage with improvements for the 

status of women nationally and interna-

tionally. This theme was picked up 

throughout the programme. Rev Chris 

Elliott startled and amused us with her 

Devotions with a Difference where she 

enlightened and challenged us with her 

rendition of us being Bridge Builders and 

Busters asking us “why would women 

want to join our organisation?” “Would 

prospective members have time and what 

did we have to offer?” It was challenging 

food for thought and was followed 

through by speakers throughout the gath-

ering.   

Ngaire Button, Deputy Mayor of Christ-

church was delighted to see so many from 

out of the city attending when she wel-

comed us to Christchurch.  She firmly 

believes that women have a significant 

role to play in any organisation and en-

couraged us to read the book  “Half the 

Sky” by Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl 

WuDunn who are champions of global 

women’s rights. 

Allison Blackler our Christchurch Presi-

dent presented a cheque of $1500 to Sue 

Yorke, CEO of Supergrans. Allison 

knows well the organisation and is pas-

sionate about the work they are doing in 

the community.   Supergrans have volun-

teers who work  alongside people in a 

mentoring role, passing on skills in areas 

such as cooking, budgeting, and other 

home management life skills. Supergrans 

offices were in Aranui as this was per-

ceived to be the area of greatest need in 

Christchurch. Due to the earthquake they 

have moved offices to the Foundation for 

the Blind and staff and volunteers now 

work out of several hubs in Christchurch. 

The Very Rev. Pamela Tankersley our 

UN representative, hosted two delightful 

women from Vanuatu, Anne Karie 

(President PWMU) and Cyrilline Bani 

(General Secretary PWMU).  Cyrilline 

brought many greetings from Vanuatu 

including the Vanuatu PWMU.  Anne 

Karie feeling God in our midst was very 

pleased to be with us.  Faaolataga (Ola) 

Leasi led our Pacific Island women in 

singing.  Our Pacific women served a 

large supper prepared by the Policy and 

Administration Group from the south.   

Saturday began again in fellowship, 

catching up with old friends and making 

new ones.   I had the pleasure once again 

to welcome everyone to the day’s pro-

ceedings and entertainment.  Rae Simp-

son read Jeremiah 19; 11-13 from the 

bible followed by a prayer by Rev. Pam-

ela Tankersley.  We all then sang with 

gusto “He Came Singing Love” led by 

Pamela Tankersley and Valerie Ander-

son on the piano. 

John Hunt our first outside speaker gave 

a brilliant speech on Celtic Spirituality 

(email: Harland-rusher@xtra.co for a 

copy). John truly engaged with his audi-

ence and paused at intervals so that par-

ticipants could discuss what he was say-

ing.  His address included stories of the 

earthquake presented in a humorous way.  

Our next guest speaker Gwen Neave 

ONZM (JP) presented a report on her life 

at Turakina where she studied and like 

all other students at that time assisted 

with maintaining the premises at the 

school. Gwen now works on Stewart 

Island assisting the Arts and Community. 

After breaking for lunch provided by 

Presbyterian Women, we returned to 

the business meeting. This began with 

the roll call followed by a candle that 

did not want to be lit but eventually 

obliged for all those women that have 

done such good works before us. We 

thought of them over a minute’s si-

lence. 

Our outgoing Resources Co-ordinator 

Lois Diaper was acknowledged for all 

the resources she has prepared particu-

larly for Easter and Christmas and our 

outgoing Global Mission convenor 

Rae Simpson was thanked for compre-

hensive liaison work with the Method-

ist Women's Fellowship (MWF) to 

achieve national and global mission 

projects for us to work towards. 

It was a pleasure to read Mary McIn-

tyre’s (former National Convenor) 

greetings to our gathering. Elections 

for vacancies were then held.   Jan 

Harland (Dunedin) was affirmed as 

National Convenor, Liz Miller 

(Dunedin) Deputy Convenor, Bev 

Quigley (Timaru) Resources Convenor 

and                                                       

Joan Roberts (New Plymouth) who is 

our new Global Mission convenor. Our 

editorial team for Gleanings will be 

retiring at the end of 2012.  If you are 

interested please contact Valerie 

Anderson robval653@slingshot.co.nz.     

The Very Rev. Pamela Tankersley 

then chaired the two items of business: 

the name change and the Nan Burgess 

bequest.  The discussion for both these 

items was full and an opportunity pro-

vided for everyone to voice their pri-

vate  opinion of their Presbyterial.  The 

conclusion for the name is Presbyte-

rian Women Aotearoa New Zealand.  

This does not stop local groups using a 

different name e.g. in our Knox parish 

we call it Fellowship.  The second item 

related to the Nan Burgess bequest and 

it was concluded that this money be 

put toward engaging in dialogue with 

younger women in our parishes and 

find out what their opinions and ideas 

may be so that we may grow Presbyte-

rian Women Aotearoa New Zealand 

into the future.  

The Very Rev. Pamela Tankersley 

informed us of her latest experience at 

the United Nations (UN). A full report 

was in the April Gleanings.  Pamela 
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emphasised the importance of Presbyte-

rian Women’s mission of participating in 

the advocacy of the world’s disadvan-

taged women. This does not mean just 

giving money for this mission but being 

prepared to stand up for these women.  

Jane Prichard QSO as President of 

Bridgebuilders International which was 

established in 1996 as a response from the 

Pacific Basin Consultation for Presbyte-

rian Women Leaders in Auckland by the 

Association of Presbyterian Women of 

Aotearoa New Zealand.  Their 7th Consul-

tation will be held in Auckland 2014.  

This group which meets internationally 

every 3 years, is a communication net-

work of women sharing the faith through-

out the Pacific.  They advocate for Hu-

man Rights, and women’s rights and re-

sponsibilities. e.g. Women train in Samoa 

for the ministry but cannot be ordained in 

that country. 

Rev. Judy Bedford is ready to launch the 

latest “Braided River of Faith” which will 

take place at the Presbyterian Church of 

Aotearoa New Zealand Assembly in Oc-

tober 2012 to be held in Rotorua.  

Global Mission’s project has been de-

cided for the 2012-2013 in conjunction 

with Methodist Women’s Fellowship.  

The global mission will centre on Devel-

opment work in Tonga and the New Zea-

land mission is the production of a bro-

chure to assist Disabled in the Church. 

Anne Karie and Cyrilline Bani spoke of 

their work in Vanuatu.  Anne as President 

spoke of her visitations to outlying vil-

lages in Vanuatu.  Sometimes, she would 

travel some distance by horse and at other 

take on the Pacific Ocean with three oth-

ers in a small canoe.  She is sometimes 

away from her family for a month at a 

time with no communications.  She did 

talk of a time wading through water up 

her chest and took photos of others doing 

so, but unfortunately when she returned to 

Vanuatu discovered her computer had a 

virus and many photos have been lost.  

She is going to write a book if someone 

will just take over her role of six years. 

If you were not at this point  aware locally 

of what it is like to still live with an earth-

quake, Rev. Sheena Dickson certainly 

showed us how.  Her photographs of  the 

two devastated churches at Aranui and 

Linwood as well as Knox Church on 

Bealey Avenue and the families coping 

with the earthquake disaster.    Her parish 

church is now a marquee on the edge of a 

carpark!  In the winter her 70 parishion-

ers will cram into her bungalow for ser-

vices as they did last year.   She pro-

duced the buckets that were supplied to 

local residents for toilets; they still have 

portaloos in her area today.  She also 

showed us the care boxes filled with es-

sential items including a teddy bear.  The 

members of her parish meet the needs of 

over 200 families in their area on a daily 

basis. There was no “mucking about” 

with the way she portrayed life then and 

now in Christ-

church and it was 

certainly a 

wakeup call for 

those of us not 

living in the area.  

Today they are 

still coping with 

the cold and un-

certainty of life in 

many parts of 

Christchurch.  Our 

prayers continue 

to be with them as 

they themselves look to grow into a 

brighter future in Christchurch. 

The P&A morning and afternoon teas 

were served by two former Rangi Ruru 

Girls’ School pupils, Stephanie Snelson 

(BAHons) and Kyleah Trader (BSc Biol-

ogy) who are both continuing their stud-

ies. 

The Christchurch Korean Presbyterian 

Church comprising young musicians and 

singers entertained us all and encouraged 

us to sing along.  They appreciated 

women dancing in the aisles particularly 

Peggy Jordain. 

The day was long but fruitful and al-

lowed everyone to have their voices 

heard over discussions of the name 

change and the funds received from Nan 

Burgess.  A relaxing evening followed 

which allowed more time for making 

new friends.  Our Pacific Island women 

groups from Newtown and Porirua enter-

tained us with their dancing. 

Sunday dawned on a beautiful autumn 

day and St. Andrews at Rangi Ruru 

warmly welcomed the Presbyterian 

Women Aotearoa New Zealand.  Tom 

Campbell invited both President/

Convenor of the Vanuatu PWMU and 

Presbyterian Women Aotearoa New 

Zealand to speak.  Annette Black and 

her team at St. Andrews hosted us with 

morning tea. 

We all then made ready for our depar-

ture from a wonderful weekend in 

Christchurch, with some being able to 

stay on and visit family and friends.  

 

Jan Harland 

National Convenor 

Presbyterian Women Aotearoa New 

Zealand 

Page 4 

United Nations ….. 

Whilst Mary and Pamela were 

overseas representing us with the 

UN, Mary befriended an American 

woman from Presbyterian Women 

USA.   This culminated in Mary 

receiving an invitation to attend 

the Presbyterian Women USA 

Gathering "River of Hope" in July 

this year.  Due to Mary's health 

she is unable to attend and Presby-

terian Women USA offered the 

expenses paid trip to someone else 

in Presbyterian Women New Zea-

land.   The NCG unanimously 

voted that Jan should attend.  The 

"River of Hope" Triennial Gather-

ing will be held in Orlando, Flor-

ida 18-22 July 2012. 

APW Korean Group 

Gleanings Editorial Team 

Shirley Fraser 

Margaret Hastie 

Lafulafu Ekenasio 

Hazel O’Brien 


