REFLECTION

For most of us in our privileged land, we take our ability to raise children for granted and worry more about their upbringing and teaching, but if we are honest, we realise that child rearing brings many anxieties and problems at every stage cause grief.     There are several women mentioned in the Bible who were barren such as Sarah, Hannah, and Elizabeth and this was deemed the ultimate disgrace.    There is mention of the agonies of labour pains and the fact that when the child is born, all that goes into the past. (Isaiah 13:8, 42:14, John 16:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:3)    Then, with the life of the mother preserved and the child grown there is the task of bringing that child to understand and know the Creator, God, and like Samuel and John the Baptist, to take their place as a responsible member of Church and society.   So I recommend the Hymn found in Mission Praise 52 “God sent His Son – they called Him Jesus’ which follows through the stages of life.   Note verse 2 – “How sweet to hold a new born Baby” and verse 3 “And then one day – I’ll cross the river: I’ll fight life’s final war with pain...”   All too often, in Palestine and several third world countries, death happens in child birth!

Rachel is the only Biblical character we know of who actually died in child birth.     (Genesis 35:16-19)   To start with, conception was difficult, but in time, Joseph was born to Rachel and Jacob.    Sometime later, she conceived again and while moving on from Bethel Rachel went into a difficult labour and her second son was born, and she named him Ben Oni, then passed away, leaving a grieving husband who renamed the baby Benjamin.   We are not told the cause of death, but we can assume that she haemorrhaged.   Most of us will know of one or two mothers who have died in child birth and the agonies it brings, but in these days  of advanced medical care, it is relatively rare in our first world culture.   Not so in under privileged cultures.

WE can praise God for our families, the modern medication and procedures that makes child bearing and delivery so much easier than it once was, but we would do well to lift up those for whom there are still difficulties.

Prayer

Dear God, we thank you for our families.   Thank you for medical science which has eliminated so much loss of life during pregnancy and delivery of babies in our privileged society.    Thank you for our children and the lives of mothers preserved through pregnancy and birth.   We lift up to you those for whom childbearing is difficult and pray that help may be provided to relieve those difficulties.

May your name be glorified as we work to raise money for our children’s workers in New Zealand and those who work to help the women in Palestine. 

In Jesus name,  AMEN

Hymns

O God of Bethel 

With One Voice  49     Together In Song  564

When Mother’s of Salem
(available in older hymn books)

God Sent His Son    

Mission Praise 52

