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Kids Friendly Connections 
Kids Loving Church
Regional Training & Networking Events 

for Methodist and Presbyterian Leaders 
INTRODUCING KIDS FRIENDLY

Kids Friendly is an initiative of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa that recognises the vital contribution children and families make to healthy congregations.  
The Kids Friendly team assists, encourages and resources churches to intentionally minister to children and families in their communities by providing advice, coaching, training and resources.
Churches can opt to review their children’s ministry using a process and resource developed by Kids Friendly and work to become a “Kids Friendly” church.  This process aims to challenge and change the culture of the church, as the whole congregation begins to embrace and express children’s ministry.
SHARING KIDS FRIENDLY WITH THE METHODIST CHURCH OF NZ

In 2009 the Methodist Church Conference identified the need for a national focus on children’s ministries and created a Children’s Ministries Implementation Task Group who, through Mission Resourcing, developed the “Kids Loving Church” project.  The aim of the project is to explore how to better resource their churches to effectively minister to children in their churches and communities. 

In 2010 Jill Kayser was invited to share the Kids Friendly vision at a Methodist Mission Resourcing Board meeting and has since continued to meet with and advise Esme Cole, coordinator of the “Kids Loving Church” group.

Methodist Synods expressed a desire from many of their churches to be able to join the Kids Friendly network, have access to the resources and training and become Kids Friendly churches.

In November 2010 the Methodist Mission Resourcing Team submitted a proposal to PCANZ’s Council of Assembly to develop a relationship between Kids Friendly and Kids Loving Church with a specific request for all Methodist churches to have “access to Kids Friendly resources, accreditation process and training workshops”.

This approach seems sensible in terms of efficient utilisation of resources and fulfils our Christian kingdom-minded ideal.  
Kids Friendly and the Council of Assembly are currently developing a model for sharing Kids Friendly with the Methodist Church.   Kids Friendly aims to present this model to the Methodist Church in July 2011,  so that it can be shared at the Methodist Conference in November this year.  

LAUNCHING KIDS FRIENDLY TO THE METHODIST CHURCH

KIDS FRIENDLY CONNECTIONS - regional training & networking events for Methodist and Presbyterian leaders 

It is hoped that Kids Friendly will be launched to the Methodist Church in January 2012.  
To facilitate the launch and promotion of Kids Friendly, its training opportunities and resources, to the Methodist Churches across New Zealand, it is proposed to organise regional training and networking events throughout 2012.  
These one-day events, known as “KIDS FRIENDLY CONNECTIONS”, will offer ministers and children’s leaders (Methodist, Presbyterian and their Cooperative Ventures), opportunities for networking, fellowship and training.
KIDS FRIENDLY CONNECTIONS will be an opportunity to join like-minded leaders for a time of:
 Networking – meeting others who love to minister to and with children.
 Upskilling – a range of training workshops and resources (see attached list) will be offered.
 Sharing – there will be time to share knowledge, passion, experience, challenges, resources etc
 Showcasing – local “experts” will also be invited to share their knowledge and resources.
 Resourcing – learning about many Kids Friendly and other helpful children’s ministry resources.
 Nurturing – we want to thank and bless leaders by offering them a nurturing day with wonderful people and delicious food.
 Inspiration – we want leaders to leave feeling inspired and recharged to minister effectively to the children and families in their communities and grow Kids Friendly churches.
Attached:

Kids Friendly Workshops

Kids Friendly Resources
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Kids Friendly Training Workshops

Kids Friendly can provide training workshops on a number of Kids Friendly topics for your church or Presbytery.  Possible training topics include:

Help there’s a child in my church – worshipping with children

This workshop explores reasons for including children in some part of the all age worship service and introduces creative ways to engage, involve and value children in worship.

A Kids Friendly Sunday

This workshop explores how Kids Friendly churches welcome children, engage and involve children in all age worship (for part of the service), and provide a Kids Friendly Sunday School.

Building Bridges – Connecting with Community

This workshop explores why “We”, God’s church, should reach out to children and families in our communities and introduces some ideas and opportunities for effective outreach. A response to Jesus’ call to “Go” into our communities and serve.

Partnering with parents

“Parents are the primary faith teachers, mentor and role models for their own children with church as reinforcement – not replacement – of the parent’s duties.” (Faith Inkubators). 

This workshop explores how we, “the church” can help:

· Encourage parents to embrace their role as spiritual nurturer 

· Facilitate parents to teach and practice faith in their homes 

· Support parents by offering an inclusive and inspirational worshipping community for them and their children

Faith@Home

This is as fun and interactive workshop for parents to inspire them to share their faith with their children and explore opportunities and ways to do that.  We aim to empower and equip parents to be the prime spiritual nurturers.

Tell us another one

This workshop explores the power of storytelling and teaches creative ways to share the good news of Jesus with children in church and children’s programmes.

Planning your children’s ministry year

This workshop explores why we minister to children, what is children’s ministry in Aotearoa and how to develop a strategic plan for our children’s ministry.

P.T.O

Creative teaching skills

This workshop explores how children best learn and introduces creative and engaging ways to teach children including sharing scripture through storytelling and puppetry, learning memory verses, praying with children.

We also develop a template for planning a creative “Sunday School” lesson within each church’s context and culture.

Sunday School Leaders Training

The Kids Friendly Coach works with the leadership team to identify their children’s ministry values and goals for the year and resource them to achieve these.  Each workshop is designed specifically to meet the needs of the participants.

A Kids Friendly Advent and Christmas

This is a fun and interactive workshop that explores ideas for including children in the four Sundays of Advent worship and creative ways to share the Christmas story in Sunday School.  It also introduces lots of practical ways to connect with community children during the Christmas season and to help children and families reflect on the meaning of Christmas at home.  Workshop participants receive a range of takeaway resources to help them in their ministry.

An Egg-citing Kids Friendly Easter 

This fun, hands-on workshop explores ways to bring the Easter story alive for children including art & craft activities, drama, stories, puppets and themed games.  It also introduces ideas for helping children and families to reflect on the Easter story in their home during the season of Lent.  Participants receive a range of takeaway resources to help them in their ministry.

Growing Leaders

This workshop explores why we should encourage leadership in our young people and ways to do this. Lots of inspiring stories from our churches are shared and research on the benefits of mentoring and involving children is included.

KIDS FRIENDLY RESOURCES 2011
1. The Kids Friendly Ideals and Self-Review

2. Safety in Children’s Ministry

3. Employing a Children’s Ministry Worker

4. A Kids Friendly Sunday (Kids Friendly, welcome, worship and children’s programmes)
5. Children’s Ministry Planning Calendar 2011 

6. Developing a Strategic Plan for Children’s Ministry

7. Branding your Church Kids Friendly (CD with artwork available once your church is assessed Kids Friendly)

8. Building Bridges – Connecting with Outreach Families

9. Establishing a Family Ministry

10. Kids Club - Connecting with Community Children

11. A Kids Friendly Lent & Easter

12. Families Lent Calendar

13. The Family Faith Pack – Journey Towards Easter
14. Celebrating Shrove Tuesday

15. A Kids Friendly Advent

16. A Family Advent Calendar

17. Christmas Games and Quizzes

18. Christmas Crafts

19. Sharing the Christmas Story – Four Sunday School Lessons

20. Mary and Joseph Advent Journey

21. A Family Advent Resource – Advent@Highgate

22. Running a Holiday Programme

23. Running a Great Holiday Programme – by Mary Somerville,  Coastal Unity, Dunedin
24. Organising a Halloween Alternative Event

25. Faith@Home (flyer for parents)
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Preschool Teaching Resources – Songs, rhymes and prayers for preschoolers
27. A Kids Friendly Welcome

28. Helping Children Deal With Trauma

