[image: image1.jpg]mmmmmmmmmmmmmm



Movies and More

15 March 2009
“Juno”  
· 16 years old and pregnant – what should she do?

Synopsis & Thought Starters: - From Hollywood Jesus web site
“I don’t really know what kind of girl I am.” – Juno

“I want it to be perfect not broken like for the rest of us.” - Juno
This could well be a comment from any adolescent girl, but in Juno’s case, she is 16 and pregnant. She had planned on having an abortion, but instead opts to have the baby and let a couple who want a baby adopt it. From that brief description, what kind of girl would you say Juno is? 
· Irresponsible because she is sexually active (and not using protection)?
· Virtuous because she accepts the consequences of her actions and finds an acceptable alternative to abortion?

Juno gives us a chance to consider how we judge someone—or perhaps even judge ourselves. It starts with Juno taking her third pregnancy test, hoping for a different result. Is that enough for us to know anything about her? Yet, eventually that will become how she is known at school. She’s always been an outsider, but soon she becomes the girl in school who is visibly pregnant, and seemingly unrepentant. She gets stares. People talk about her. But as the film goes on, we get a better idea of Juno as a person who isn’t defined by her pregnancy.
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Maybe we need to understand her family to know her. She comes from a working class family. He mother abandoned her, but her father has remarried. It seems to be a fairly pleasant, loving home. Their house has a lived-in look.

That is a contrast to the home of Mark and Vanessa Loring, the yuppie couple who is looking to adopt a child. The first we see of them and their home is Vanessa making sure every little thing is perfect before Juno arrives to talk with them. Their home is large, neat and empty. They seem the perfect couple and ideal prospective parents for Juno’s child.

Juno and Mark hit it off right away. He’s a musician (and a bit of a slacker). They talk about music and slasher movies. It doesn’t seem like Mark has really made the transition yet from adolescent to adult. Not only do we not know what kind of girl Juno is, we begin to wonder if we know the kind of people the adoptive parents are.

Vanessa is self-assured and responsible (if maybe a bit too much of a perfectionist—trying to choose between two almost identical shades of yellow paint for the baby’s room). She knows that she is meant to be a mother. But can someone ever be ready to actually have responsibility for a new, fragile life? 
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Juno is light-hearted and witty. It is a nice love story that has you leaving the theatre feeling happy. But there are undercurrents that give the story some interesting dynamics.
Let’s unpack them a bit.

Having watched the movie:

1. How did it make you feel? What’s your response to it?
2. What do you make of Juno? Would you give her a character reference and what would you say in it?
3. In the movie a number of people make judgements about Juno. Can you name them? Were they right? What do you think of Juno’s mother’s reaction?
4. Is it true that we judge teenagers too quickly? In what ways do we make judgements – can you list the things that are said by Christians?
5. Is there classism in New Zealand?
6. If Juno was Maori or Pacific Islander would she be as cute to you?
7. Is this a Pro-life movie? What influence would this movie have? Do you know what really happened as a result of this movie?
8. Any final comments.
Some by  Jacob Sahms; It seems that this worldview, often based by Christians in the fall of Adam and Eve, finds relevance in Juno’s story. But for Christians, and for Juno’s initially sad tale, we find hope in human beings rising above the mud and muck of our own lives by exploring the love we share with others. We know that Love through the life and teaching and subsequent sacrifice of Jesus, but we know love through each other, and what grows between us. Juno’s quest for love, the intricate minefield that she navigates without much help, becomes our quest for love, with humour, hope, and the belief that she can rise above it all. 
