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Twilight is a movie based on a set of novels that are having a significant impact on young people. Written by Stephanie Meyer they are selling by the millions

SYNOPSIS
"Twilight" is modern day love story between a vampire and a human.

REVIEW by Jacob Shams

I have a confession to make: I read Twilight. I tried reading the second book in the series, but I just couldn't get into it. I thought that Edward and Bella were admirable for their restraint (okay, Edward's restraint) and I thought that the display of sacrificial love by Stephanie Meyer through her characters was downright Christ-like. But, in a rare twist for me, I thought that the film version was decidedly more exciting and entertaining than what was sometimes a slow, page-turning thriller.

The colours, cinematography, and score lay down a perfect backdrop. Bella's world is rainy and dark, painted in shades of grey and blue, but with Edward, there are hints of colour and a charge that shines through their scenes together. 


The Cullen family fronted by Edward but led by the patriarch Carlisle are cast perfectly, and portrayed excellently. Each member plays his or her role, and the tension of vampires trying to live peaceably amongst humans while struggling with their blood lust remains the difference-maker for the novel and the film. Equally well played, the travelling "normal/evil" vampires led by James are just as thoroughly translated from page to screen, and the drama and violence of their confrontation with the "good" vampires is that much better displayed.

Still, the main drama remains the denial of blood lust, just like the novel. Carlisle reminds Edward to remember who he is, and encourages him to "find the will to stop" when he's put in the situation of needing to save Bella while at the same time freeing the lust. Bella's desire to save Edward from being persecuted and his desire to take the pain of infection from her shows that the love they've experienced rises over even the greatest addiction. I imagine that the allegory will prove tough for some and redemptive for others: addiction is not some trivial moment so easily danced with and dismissed. But the beauty of Twilight is that the love of goodness and the willingness to take responsibility for yourself and refuse to succumb regardless of the external or internal pressure.

The Movie is a great discussion-starter with your children or others about what love looks like, as well as determining the worth of a person from appearances or someone else's opinion. And it's entertaining and triumphant as well, as we see the battle between good and evil played out, with one not so subtle reminder to the forces of evil.
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QUOTES 
“I’ve never given much thought to how I would die. But, dying in the place of someone I love seems like a good way to go” –Bella

“The greatest way to show love for friends is to die for them” – Jesus (CEV)

“And so the lion fell in love with the lamb.” Believe it or not, this great quote from the book had been changed for the movie! But Author Stephanie Meyer insisted it changed back. Why? Because this phrase speaks to the transforming power of love. It also speaks to the danger and verboten nature of love. Love is dangerous in a good way, because it changes everything. An ancient prophet spoke of a future time when love would so consume the world that “wolves will rest with lambs...” And this film captures that truth in a way that few other films ever have.
QUESTIONS
1. What is your response to the movie? How did it make you feel?

2. What does the movie have as its major message? 

3. One of the phrases used in the Movie publicity is “If you knew you could live forever what would you live for?” What would your answer be?

4. How does this become an issue in the movie?
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What does this movie say about sacrifice, friendship, addiction, self control?  How do you interpret it? Was the director successful in communicating these themes?

6. What acts of sacrifice and self control are made in the movie?

7. Can you identify other key themes in this movie? What are they? Explain.

8. The book which this movie was based on is a best seller.  The series of Books by Stephanie Meyer are selling million and are read by teenage girls particularly. Why do you think this would be? 
9. In many ways this movie is a sermon on friendship, love and self control? Is it effective? How / Why? 
10. Like last month’s movie this movie has had an impact on wider culture.  What do you think it is? 
11. Amazing that the issue of true love and self control are on the agenda for discussion. Comments?
12. Any final comments? What will you take from this movie? What difference will having watched it make for you?
