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Enrolment Pack

Welcome from the Moderator

Tena koe e tarikete.  Naumai, haeremai.  Haeremai kite huihuinga o te Haahi Perehipitiriana o Aotearoa. Kei te mihimihi ki a koe kei runga i te ingoa a to tatou Ariki a Ihu Karaiti.  

Greetings. Welcome to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is with great joy that I welcome you as a commissioner to General Assembly 2012 of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand.

Each Assembly is special, but this Assembly has the added bonus of starting at our national marae, Te Maungarongo at Ohope in the Bay of Plenty. I know that you will enjoy the warmth of welcome and the love of Christ in this very special place. This is only the second time in our long history as Church that we have started an Assembly on this sacred site. We are all privileged to be able to participate in this special occasion.

An Assembly is a great time in our church life for worship and fellowship, as well as business. It is a time to meet old friends and a time to meet new people and make new friends.  

I pray that our time together will be inspirational and challenging. Previous Assemblies have made God’s mission our highest priority as a church. I will be working to ensure that we all go away from Assembly inspired to be involved in sharing God's good news in our communities and challenged to think in new ways of being Christian to the people around us.

In this Enrolment Pack you will find four studies to help prepare you and your faith community for Assembly.

I want to focus on our motivation for mission; to focus on the ‘why’ of mission even more than the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of mission. The theme I have chosen is ‘Reviving the Flame – Living in the Power of God’s Presence and the Presence of God’s Power’. Let’s be encouraged as followers of Jesus to live with a resurrection mind-set. That, to me is the prime motivation for being involved in God’s mission. To assist me in this task, I have invited Tim Keel from Kansas, USA to be the Assembly speaker. Tim has lectured at Laidlaw College and spoken in New Zealand many times. He is very familiar with our context and a supporter of the All Blacks!

I look forward to meeting you at the marae and then again in the beautiful city of Rotorua where the Assembly business sessions will be held.

Arohanui

Ray

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2012

General Assembly 2012 will take place at Ohope and Rotorua.
· The Opening Service and Induction of the Moderator will take place at Te Maungarongo Marae, Ohope, 11.00am on Thursday, 4 October.  

· Assembly business will take place at Rotorua Boys High School (RBHS), commencing at 7.00pm on Thursday, 4 October and concluding at (approximately) 12.00noon on Sunday, 7 October.
In the foyer of the Assembly Hall at RBHS, there will be an Information Desk and Registration Tables. Registration times will be:

· 4.00–5.00pm, Wednesday 3 October

· 8.00am–9.00am and 4.00pm–7.00pm, Thursday, 4 October

Please note that there will be no registration at Ohope. You must be registered to receive all meals, including dinner on Thursday night, at RBHS. 
For general enquiries:

	Kiri Thomas
	Pamela Tankersley

	Assembly Coordinator
	Assembly Administrator

	0800 PCGA12 (0800 724-212)
	(04) 801-6000

	ga2012rotorua@gmail.com
	pamela@presbyterian.org.nz


Please ensure you visit General Assembly 2012 website for updates and reports: 

 http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/about-us/general-assembly/general-assembly-2012
TRAVEL

Please book travel before completing the enrolment form for General Assembly. 

Air New Zealand



Jetstar 

Website:
www.airnewzealand.co.nz
Website:
www.jetstar.com 

Telephone:
0800 737-000 


Telephone:
0800 800-995

Intercity (Bus)



Interislander Ferry
Website:
www.intercitycoach.co.nz
 Website:
www.interislander.co.nz
Telephone:
(09) 623-1503 (Auckland)
Telephone:
0800 802-802 



(04) 385-0520 (Wellington)

Free Bus Service: Auckland, Rotorua and Ohope 

Reservations must be made in advance by booking your place on the Enrolment Form.

AUCKLAND

For those flying into Auckland Airport, the service will include a bus from Auckland to Ohope; Ohope to Rotorua; and Rotorua to Auckland.

The bus from Auckland -Te Maungarongo Marae at Ohope will leave at 7.00am, Thursday, 4 October, from the Hotel Formule 1, Auckland Airport, 2 Leonard Isitt Drive, (09) 255 5152. There is a preferential price offered to those who wish to spend Wednesday night at the hotel at their own charge.  Please check the PCANZ website for the code to give the hotel to ensure the best deal.
The bus from Te Maungarongo Marae at Ohope - Rotorua Boys High School will leave at 3.00pm, Thursday, 4 October.
The bus from Rotorua Boys High School - Auckland Airport will leave at 1.00pm, Sunday, 7 October.

ROTORUA

There will be shuttle services between the Rotorua Airport, the Rotorua Bus Station, and Rotorua Boys High School on Wednesday, October 3; Thursday, 4 October; and Sunday, 7 October. Please let us know your arrival/departure times, if you require a shuttle. 

The bus from Rotorua Boys High School - Te Maungarongo Marae at Ohope will leave at 9.00am, Thursday, 4 October. The return bus will leave the marae at 3.00pm.

Alternatively, participants may make their own way to Rotorua or Ohope. 
Travel Cost Reimbursements

Commissioners may request reimbursement of travel costs up to Wednesday, 31 October 2012. Claim forms are enclosed.
Reimbursements are as follows:  

· By Air – Airfares will be reimbursed up to the maximum set rate on the table below. Cancellation fees will not be reimbursed.

· By Car – Travel by car will be reimbursed at a rate of 20 cents per kilometre (return) for the first Commissioner or 30 cents per kilometre where there is more than one Commissioner in the same vehicle, up to the maximum rate as below.

· By Ferry –The cost of the passenger fare will be reimbursed up to the maximum rate as below. The cost of transporting a car on the ferry will not be reimbursed.   

· By Bus – Bus fares will be reimbursed up to the maximum set rate on the table below. 
Maximum Refunds for Assembly Travel (Prices include GST)

North Island

	From
	Max. Refund
	From
	Max. Refund

	Northland
	$120.00
	Hawkes Bay
	$100.00

	North Shore
	$  80.00
	Taranaki
	$200.00

	Auckland
	$  80.00
	Manawatu-Wanganui
	$200.00

	South Auckland
	$  80.00
	Wairarapa
	$200.00

	Kaimai 
	$  50.00
	Wellington
	$200.00

	Gisborne
	$  50.00
	Te Aka Puaho
	$  50.00


South Island

	From
	Max. Refund
	From
	Max. Refund

	Nelson-Marlborough
	$230.00
	Ashburton
	$240.00

	West Coast
	$300.00
	South Canterbury
	$240.00

	Christchurch
	$240.00
	Southern
	$250.00


enrollment and fees

To enrol, please complete the enclosed Enrolment Form. If needed, the form can be downloaded from http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/about-us/general-assembly/general-assembly-2012. Completed forms can be emailed to pamela@presbyterian.org.nz or be posted to:

Assembly Registrations

Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand

PO Box 9049

Wellington 6041

The deadline for enrolment is Friday, 24 August. Early enrolment is encouraged. Once your Enrolment Form has been received, a confirmation email will be sent, unless you have indicated on your Enrolment Form that you prefer to receive information by post.

Commissioners are expected to attend the full assembly. Associates and Observers must have prior approval to attend; please email pamela@presbyterian.org.nz to do so.

Please do not include payment with your enrolment form. Invoices will be sent to the parish, person or organisation named on your Enrolment Form.

	
	Full Assembly
	Per Day

	Commissioner
	$690.00 ($600 + gst)
	N/A

	Youth
	$402.50 ($350 + gst)
	N/A

	Associate
	$690.00 ($600 + gst)
	$172.50 ($150 + gst)

	Observer
	N/A
	$86.25 ($75.00 + gst)


Accommodation

Hostel accommodation, for up to 100 participants, is available at Rotorua Boys High School. It is available Wednesday night through Sunday night at $35 per night (including bedding) with breakfast available at $10.00 per day (Thursday - Sunday). Please indicate your preferences on the Enrolment Form.
Additionally, you are welcomed to make your own accommodation arrangements. There is a range of accommodation including backpackers, a holiday park and motels available within walking distance of Rotorua Boys High School. A schedule with these options will be available on-line.
Internet Access

Assembly participants are invited to bring their laptops if they wish to make use of the wireless internet access at Rotorua Boys High School during the General Assembly. Please note that staff computers will not be available to attendees.

Meals

Lunch on Thursday will be served at Te Maungarongo Marae at Ohope. Dinners and lunches will be available at Rotorua Boys High School from Thursday evening through to Sunday lunchtime. Please ensure you notify us of any dietary requirements when you enrol.

Casual day visitors must register at the Information Desk upon arrival onsite and are welcome for morning and afternoon teas for a gold coin donation. (Due to catering requirements, we cannot adjust numbers for meals). A list of recommended local cafes and restaurants for lunch and dinner will be available at the Information Desk.
assembly business and reports

Please ensure you visit General Assembly 2012 website for reports and updates:  http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/about-us/general-assembly/general-assembly-2012
Over the last year, information on a number of key initiatives has been distributed for feedback from the wider Church. These initiatives will form a significant part of the business that will be dealt with at Assembly. Updates will be posted to the Assembly website.

White Book (Assembly Reports)

There will be two mailings to all registered participants. The White Book will be posted mid-August 2012; additional papers and a summary of audited accounts, mid-September 2012. 
Please ensure you bring the White Book and additional reports with you, as they will not be distributed at Assembly.

Some reports may have an executive summary only, with more information available on the Assembly website. Also, due to their length, Commissioners will receive a summary of financial accounts of the General Assembly, the Church Property Trustees and the Beneficiary Fund. The full reports will be posted on the website as well as being available on request from the Assembly Office, (04) 801-6000. 

Status and Confidentiality of Assembly Reports 

Documents for General Assembly 2012 have no status until they are formally received by Assembly. They are Assembly papers and as such have not been designed for distribution amongst external parties—including the media. Please refer any media enquiries to Angela Singer, Communications Manager, on (04) 801-6000 or at angela@presbyterian.org.nz.

You are encouraged to consult others, especially the congregation you are representing and their session or parish council, about the matters coming before Assembly. Once you receive the reports, you can share information with them, but make it clear it is for the purpose of consultation only. 

No one can tell you how to vote. You are a commissioner, not a delegate. This means that while your insights may be informed by the views of those around you, as a Commissioner you will be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit as you listen and participate. 

Keep an eye out for any meetings arranged by your presbytery or union district council for those attending GA12 from within their area as these are designed to help you prepare.

Contacts

If you have questions regarding papers by the Council of Assembly or other groups, please contact relevant conveners listed in the 2012 Yearbook.

If you have questions about process, please contact:

Margie Apa
Business Work Group Convener

(09) 262-9572
Margie.Apa@middlemore.co.nz

Rev Brett Johnstone
Business Work Group Convener

(09) 524-5379
brettjohnstone@somervell.org.nz

Pamela Tankersley
Assembly Administrator

(04) 801-6000
pamela@presbyterian.org.nz
If you have questions about local arrangements, please contact:

Kiri Thomas

Assembly Coordinator
 0800 724212
ga2012rotorua@gmail.com
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