Greetings from Sunny Espiritu Santo!
We have now been back in Vanuatu close to 3 months and are well on the way to settling into life at Talua Bible College. It has been an eventful, interesting, challenging and busy time. Here is a summary:
Teaching.

After the brief introduction of orientation week, Paula organised a few of her materials and jumped into the teaching:  I have now completed 6 weeks of fulltime teaching. I teach 6 different classes with a total of 80 students. I have learnt all their names now and am becoming familiar with the needs of the different classes. The classes include new students in the Diploma and Foundation year, second and third years in the Diploma and Missiology courses and one class a week with the women’s programme. Students are keen to learn, if often quiet and shy to speak out. In between tough grammar lessons we manage to have lots of laughs as I get them to try and use their English as much as I can. I am enjoying the classes but as with most teaching find it a challenge to get all the preparation done. One highlight has been getting the students to give a presentation about a time they have shown courage. I was quite humbled to hear some of their stories eg preaching in a village despite significant threats, huge resistance and opposition some students faced to attend Bible College and personal struggles of faith through circumstances such as the death of children. I do find it a real privilege to help students not only with English but to grapple with the big questions of life and what they as future church leaders will teach on a range of challenging social issues. I bake cakes quite often, banana, pawpaw and chocolate are all quite popular with the mamas and am happy to show them how to do it. Building up and extending our relationships here has been very important lately, spending time with people, learning their ways, and also offering much hospitality eg a family in a leaky house after 3 days of rain, Roger’s co-worker the elder Iarawel and his wife Margret who Roger stayed with on his initial visit in 2007, the Australian Co-workers and their kids, and many students.

Roger’s projects:

Roger has also been teaching. On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday morning our pikininis do NZ Correspondence School at home with my help. We have an actual teacher sending materials and marking work, but without internet the relationship is very remote. With the College I am also teaching: computing, to the new foundation year students. These students have each been provided with a Eee Netbook and are encouraged to use the Ubuntu operating system. Some are familiar with computers, for others it is completely new. Although it is only 2 teaching hours in class there are many other hours with students bringing their computers for some help.  In addition I have been busy with range of practical tasks. I have done the plumbing for the new students accommodation, been fixing the school truck, working on generators and other general maintenance tasks. I am asked for a lot of advice and to lend tools too. 
Together we have also begun an English club once a week in our house as a friendly place for people to come and practise English.  We also spent significant time in hospitality and building relationships – vital to be effective in this culture.  Roger is working hard on redoing or power system and installing the new batteries and solar panel. Once that is complete he is going to build a workshop and place to store his tools.
We are continually reminded how everyday life is so different here. Sometimes progress seems slow but so many basic things take time, sweeping out the house each day, handwashing, checking battery levels, planting a garden and carrying water… The students not only have there fulltime studies but also have to do work around the school, plant their gardens, grow their own food and carry firewood for cooking. Drinking water has to be carried and there is only 2 hours power each day. If you want bread you bake it.  There has been a lot of rain over the last 2 months, quite a lot of sickness and several cyclones passing. The warning from the Japan Tsunami gave many people a big fright too. We are grateful our school is located at least 20m above sea level so we were confident we were safe but many people were very scared and moved to the hills in the night anyway. Life is very busy and yet relational.  Sometimes we love the earthiness of being here, other times it is just hard work. We have discovered that in order to make good progress we have to employ people to help. Although we got our work permit quickly, we are still waiting for a residency permit after nearly 4 months from the initial application. 
Children.

David and Grace have both settled in really well. David has lots of friends and last Saturday their morning activity was hunting a wild chicken, building a fire and roasting it! He is very happy to have been given his first bush knife. Grace loves having some girls to play with. She is an outdoor girl who loves making things. She too loves cooking on a fire and “swimming” in the rain. Both have settled in well to the local school. It is quite a walk-but the big girls always look out for Grace on the way home. Then of course there is Joshua! He is messy, cute and into everything. He stands out as a large, chubby blondini who likes to smile at people. He just turned One this week. Josh is close to walking which may help him keep a bit cleaner! He loves drinking coconut and being outside. Josh has had lots of bugs to fight and still struggles a lot with heat rash but is loved by everyone.
Thank you to the APW: Thank you to the women from the APW in Manawatu and Levin for all your contributions of sewing packages for the women. These were shared between the women in the women’s programme here at Talua and one cell group of women on the Island of Tangoa. Some thank you letters will be on the way soon from them and they are very grateful – particularly for new scissors. Even the warm materials have been gratefully received. I gave two large pieces of fleece material away and was told that the children’s blankets had just fallen apart so this material was perfect. We don’t really need blankets here but local people do get cold!

 

Prayer Points:

· We are still waiting on our residency permit so please pray this comes through soon.

· Please pray for health for the whole family, we have had many cough’s, sores and heat rash as we  adapt.
· Please pray for the effectiveness of our roles and ministry here, to inspire others in learning, love of God and deepening skills for ministry

· Please pray for the children as they continue to adapt and fit in and for us as we manage their schooling, Grace is worried about bullying at school

· Please pray for us as we juggle the many priorities.

· Pray the local telephone company, TVL can get the equipment installed so that internet can be resumed.

Thanks so much for your prayers and interest. 
In partnership…

Roger, Paula David, Grace and Joshua.

