Opportunity for Summer Building Project on Tanna Island, Vanuatu

Roger Levy, writes from Talua Ministry Training Centre…

We have a friend here at College who lives down in the Mission Village called Maliwan Tarawai in Sulphur Bay in Tanna. He was the first convert to Christianity from the John Frum people and is the first Pastor to them. He and his congregation have built the first church for their fellowship at the place of the Headquarters of this former movement. 

The photos show the stage of construction of the church late last year.
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RSE workers from this village have been picking apples in Tauranga for several years up to the present, including Maliwan's sister and brother-in-law. Maliwan says Bethlehem congregation have given generously to help finish this work.

 

We believe this is a work worth supporting as many people have gone to the John Frum people in recent years and this church represents a major breakthrough for them. That includes Campus Crusade, Youth with a Mission, an SIL translator and local evangelists. We would like to go down and visit them for our holiday 2 or 3 weeks after Christmas and would also like to advertise this as an opportunity to others in the church. What is especially appealing is that the church is nearly complete, so any efforts on their behalf are going to be used well by this new congregation. Also this is a very interesting part of Vanuatu with Yasser volcano just 30 minutes walk away. 

 

We are advertising this as a work and service opportunity for practical minded people, with a discrete end in view. Cost would be about $1100 return from Auckland for airfares.  They have got some money for the materials. Maliwan estimates they currently have about $1000 to $1200 at present for windows and doors. These are the kinds of things they want to do to finish the work. Also a water tank and some piping would be good.

For more information, contact Roger on paula.roger@gmail.com or Pamela on pamela@presbyterian.org.nz
