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March Levy Legends
Finally - greetings from Vanuatu. We can’t believe March is already finished and this is our first (monthly?) newsletter for the year! It has been a very busy stat to the year. In summary:

Christmas:  We had a good break away from the busyness of community life, living in a small apartment in Vila for 4 weeks. Some highlights were catching up with friends, a hot shower and washing machine, driving round the island and visiting Ebule and Onesua, cooler weather for Joshies skin and a supermarket within walking distance. We also had a special weekend at a beautiful beach called Tamanu to celebrate out 10th Anniversary while Grace, David and Josh all stayed with friends. The biggest highlight however was all making it to Suplhur Bay on Tanna for one week.
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 Tanna: Sulphur Bay is the home of Pastor Maliwan – one of our students at Talua. We went at his invitation to encourage him in his work and to look at any ways we could assist. Sulphur Bay is an incredible village at the foot of Mt Yasur (Vanuatu’s most famous volcano). It is right on the beach, nestled between steep hills, with a river flowing past with hot!! water. So you can swim in the sea then relax in the warm river while looking up at the volcano as it sends up smoke, sometimes rocks and a loud bang every 20 – 30 minutes. It is disconcerting to be woken in the night by the distant explosions and to hear the feel the house shake. This area is the home of the John Frum movement, one of Vanuatu’s cargo cults which still attracts tourists on Friday nights to observe their ceremonies. Pastor Maliwan is a significant Christian leader amongst these people and has been a big part of establishing a church and much mission work in this area. This has been despite significant opposition including time in prison.  On the Sunday we went to “nearby” Port Resolution to help lead the Sunday service.  We were assured it was “no long we” (not far) – which turned into a 2 ½ hour full on hike coming out to a beautiful view of the beach – walk along the beach, jump in the river to watch and then up the hill ready to preach!!!!  (PS If there was someone interested in helping Maliwan and his family while they are studying we are trying to get a small amount of financial help for him just to help his family with living costs – let us know and we can tell you more about their situation).
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Returning to Talua:  Mid-January was time to return to Santo. Several of the ships were not running but Roger, David and Grace managed to book tickets on “Brisk”  - a slowish! cargo and passenger ship. They had a 48 hour trip to Santo, stopping at nine ports on four different Islands (including Pentecost – home of bungy jumping) and being part of cramped communal life on the ship. Roger’s little gas cooker and their ability to cook hot food amused and fed many onlookers.  Paula and Joshua had two extra nights in Vila to clean the flat we had been staying in, enjoy a last day of shops and showers then board the plane to fly to Santo and meet the others as they arrived. God answered our prayers for calm seas for the sea travellers. It was great to arrived back at Talua and find everything waiting for us, not having to set up our house as we did last year and even our pig fat and healthy. We then had two weeks to reorganise, weed the garden and get ready to go for the school year. Part of arriving back was a pig feast with our student neighbours in the “Mission” and area of the school with only thatch houses. This coincided with the sad news of the death of Lawrence  Alderson, a friend from our home church and a practical mission minded man like Roger. So we took time to remember him during our meal together.
First term: Paula has had a slightly lighter teaching load this term but has been given other responsibilities to keep her busy.  “I have been working hard to try and improve my teaching and build on what I learnt last year. I try and keep classes interesting and really encourage students to speak. I also have a mentoring group once a week, a choir group focussed on modern music and have been coordinating Thursday afternoon sports for women. This has been a lot of fun. I had never seen the woman play sport – all it took was someone to coordinate it, mow enough grass and we were away.  Funnily some of the ladies who I have never seen run anywhere and always wearing big dresses – it turns out have been rep football players and have a change of personality on the football field ( I have also preached and led a creative service . In addition our home is a bit of a hospitality centre so we never know quite how many for meals!”
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Roger: Buildings, machines and maintenance: Living in a developing country as a maintenance person is both a great fit for me and a tremendous frustration!  “My focus this term has been to get the preschool project underway. Lots of negotiation about the best site slowed things down but it was very  important to get agreement. Trees have been cleared, the site cleared of topsoil and it is currently [image: image8.jpg]


been filled with rocks and coral before the foundation concrete goes down. All the cement, steel and 4by2 have arrived this week. I am happy with my small team who know how to do many aspects of the building but don’t always see what is in my mind to build. For all of us the predominant feature of building here is hard manual work, carrying, pounding, sawing, digging carrying and mixing.    In the midst of this there has been many weeks of hard work with lawnmowers  (2 of 3 are finally now working), chainsaws (not working yet after 6 attempts), concrete mixers and the old school truck – the wheel nearly broke off while carrying coral”   Roger has also had the privilege of reformatting hard drives on 3 computers, extracting lost files for the school Bursar and showing another lecturer how to do this for himself. 
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In terms of his workshop “I am very happy with my workspace we built last year next to our house, and with the concrete entrance pad and connecting pathway we have now built for it. It would not be possible to fix the things I do without a dedicated workshop with tools, power, welder and light set up for use any time.  Though we had planned to start on another construction project later this year, a guest lecturer cottage, we are now thinking more about consolidation and finishing off extant projects. To this end we are looking at the need for a veranda roof to the workshop, benches for work areas and storage, plus some furniture fitting for the not-yet-finished school room. We are wondering if we can encourage a couple of people from our church to come in July/August to make sure these things get finished off.  Help in these areas will assist the kids schooling to be more organised and settled - the kitchen table has been good but is much overused, and there are a lot of interruptions when schooling in the main room of our house.
Ups and downs: It is easy to forget that this is a tropical paradise with busyness, stress and heat but recently we have been going down to the reef to enjoy a short swim in the afternoons. Joshie’s skin was excellent when we came back from Vila but it has deteriorated in the intense warm humid weather we have been enjoying. Salt water and cooling off is good for that. Also Josh at two can walk over very rough ground and clamber up coral boulders in a very comical way.  Sickness is an ongoing challenge. Two friends have got Malaria this last month, David is fighting bad sores and the youngest of the Australian children has had bad diarerea and vomiting and is quite seriously underweight. It is incredibly hot at present in the middle of the day.
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Family: We have just celebrated Josh’s second birthday. We decided not to have a  “big” party so just invited a few people. We ended up with 30!! But it was a lovely night and we were proud of our friendly two year old who loved his cake and lollies but also just enjoyed having lots of people to play with. David and Grace have both started the school year well. Grace is coping better at the local school – and bounces home keen to do her homework. She is making steady progress but we are waiting for her reading to go from hardwork to enjoyment.  David is in an on-line class for NZ correspondence which has increased interest for him. Recently he went on a “virtual fieldtrip” to Mt Ruapehu.
We have to admit the last 2 months have been very challenging and at times we have really struggled. Sometimes the issues seem just to complex, progress too slow and we culturally we just don’t understand. This on top of heat, sickness and tiredness take its toll. However we praise God for some breakthroughs and for the progress made. Please pray for our continued encouragement.
Prayer needs:
· Getting the preschool building foundations complete before the team from Hamilton arrives in mid May.
· For the son of one of our students, 14 years old, avoiding school, authority and causing much trouble for himself and others – but wanting to hang around Roger and see what he’s doing.

· For wisdom for the school in the midst of ongoing financial challenges 
· For  our children’s education and health.

· For our general encouragement and ability to cope with stress and challenges while serving others
Roger, Paula, David, Grace and Joshua

To contribute financially please contact Katrina Graham at the PCANZ   04 8016000      Account Number:      020500 0086963 10








