Chaplaincy at the Timaru Hospitals of the South Canterbury DHB and Aged Care Homes and Hospitals run by Presbyterian Support South Canterbury

South Canterbury District Health Board

The South Canterbury DHB, is the principal provider of hospital and related services in South Canterbury, including medical, surgical, women's health, child health, elderly, disability support, mental health, public health and related District nursing and community support services.

The DHB services cover 55,000 people in the region from the Rangitata river in the North to the Waitaki river in the South and to Mount Cook and the Mackenzie Country in the West. As well as the city of Timaru it covers the towns of Geraldine, Temuka, Pleasant Point, Fairlie and Waimate. Also the fluctuating populations in the tourist centres of Mt Cook and Twizel.

Timaru Hospital with 132 beds, is an acute district hospital, providing some surgical services and a comprehensive range of inpatient services including assessment, treatment and rehabilitation, maternity and psychiatric services as well as day patient and outpatient services.   It currently also includes a psychiatric day hospital and community services.

Talbot Park Hospital with 68 beds provides specialist residential and hospital care for the older person.

Presbyterian Support South Canterbury 

Presbyterian Support South Canterbury is the largest provider of aged care in the region with 171 beds in 3 residential establishments. Two are located in Timaru and one in Temuka. Two of these establishments include hospital facilities.  

The Margaret Wilson Complex with 69 beds is one of Timaru’s premier rest homes. It offers a comprehensive range of specialist care including, rental cottages, day care, rest home, a hospital and a disabled unit with hospital level care for people aged 16 to 65 years. 

The Croft with 60 beds offers comprehensive care for older people including independent ownership cottages, daycare, rest home care and a specialist dementia unit.

Wallingfod Home in Temuka with42 beds offers comprehensive care for older people including independent ownership cottages, day care, and residential rest home care 

The Joint Healthcare Chaplaincy position based in Timaru

The Timaru Hospitals’ Ecumenical Chaplaincy Committee is responsible for the funding of the half –time chaplaincy position based at Timaru Hospital serving the public health sector hospitals.  A government subsidy is also paid toward the cost of this half-time position through the ICHC.  ICHC also acts as the employer of the Hospital Chaplains.
Presbyterian Support South Canterbury is responsible for the funding for the half-time chaplaincy position to its rest homes and aged care services.   Presbyterian Support is also the paymaster for the Chaplain employed in this joint position.  50 % of the chaplain’s time is spent in each position.
ICHC prepares the Service Agreement with the Chaplain to cover the two parts of this full-time position. The chaplain, the chaplain’s denomination, the Timaru Hospitals’ Ecumenical Chaplaincy Committee and Presbyterian Support South Canterbury are all signatories to the Agreement along with ICHC. Local oversight of the chaplain will be provided by the Timaru Hospitals’ Ecumenical Chaplaincy Committee on which Presbyterian Support South Canterbury and the Timaru Hospital management is represented. 
The Timaru Chaplaincy Committee and Presbyterian Support are willing to assist the new appointee to find appropriate living accommodation in Timaru.                                             
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