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TE WAKA KARITIANA: is the name of the newsletter of Te Aka Puaho. Te
Waka Karaitiana translates as the ‘the Christian waka’. In 1932 the Very Rev
John Laughton CMG began Te Waka Karaitiana while ministering in Taupo. This
was a Maori language publication that reached at least 10% of all Maori in
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Welcome to this first edition of Te Waka Karaitiana in which we present news
and views from Te Aka Puaho.
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INSTALLATION OF MODERATOR OF TE AKA PUAHO

Moderator: Rev Te Ahorangi Wayne Manaaki Rihari Te Kaawa

On Friday 25th of February 2011 the Rev Te Ahorangi Wayne Manaaki Rihari Te
Kaawa was installed into the position of Moderator of Te Aka Puaho. Around
two hundred people from all parts of the country attended the day. Visitors
included representatives of the Haahi Mihingare, Te Haahi Ratana, Kaimai
Presbytery, Maori Party MP Te UruroaFlavell, Pacific Island Synod, and
Turakina Maori Girls College. Presbyterian Church representatives included the
Moderator Peter Cheyne, Martin Baker AES, and Service Team Leaders. Also
attending were Rangatira from Te Arawa in Rotorua and from Ngati Poroufrom
Rangitukia and Gisborne.

The Powhiri was scheduled for 2:30pm with the service beginning at
4:30pm. However due to the large number of people and speakers the Powhiri
did not conclude until 4:30pm. Rangatira from Te Arawa reminded everyone
that although the Moderator was born in Onepu and raised in Tuwharetoa and
Tuhoe, that the Moderator was also Ngati Whakaue and taught by the late Te
Hiko o te rangi Hohepa of Uenukukopako. MP Te UruroaFlavell also paid
tribute to Te Aka Puaho for leading the country in returning gifted Maori land
to various hapu while the Chairman of the Ratana Church spoke glowingly of
the developing relationship between the two churches. A special guest for the
day was the Rev Te RangimatanukuKaa from Rangitukia who was a mentor to
the Moderator when he first left home in 1987 to pursue a career in nursing in
Tamaki-makaurau.
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Te Paepaetapu o Te Aka Puaho e powhiri ana ki te manuhiri tuarangi. Left to
right: On mahau of wharenui: Nanny Mira Turuwhenua, Nanny WaeretiKiwara,
NannyMeri Collier. Standing: Moderator Mrs Millie A Te Kaawa, kairanga Rev
EranaManihera. Rev Graham Te Rire, Rev Tamiana Thrupp, Rev Tumihitai
Raerino, Rev Tom Hawea and the Very Rev Tame Takao.

The installation service finally began at 5:30pm one and a half hours late.
The Moderator Mrs Millie Te Kaawa led the service assisted by the Very Rev
Graham Redding who preached the sermon for the day and the Rt Rev Peter
Cheyne Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand who
lead the installation with the Rev Tom Hawea. Bible readers included the
National Mission Enabler the Rev John Daniel, the Rev Messina Roberts of
Rotorua and the Rev Horiana Hayes who was ordained an Amorangi minister
the following month. Especially impressive were the Amorangi ministers
gowned with stoles in a vast array of different colours.

The message by Very Rev Dr Graham Redding held a special message to
the Moderator: ‘Don’t worry God has it all under control’. A special moment in
the service was the passing of the mantle of Moderator from Mrs Millie Te
Kaawa to her son, the first time the mantle of leadership had been passed
from a parent to a child. The Korowai presented to the Moderator was made
specially by Te Wharehiraka Tamiana of Ngati Pahipoto in Te Teko. The
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Korowai was made from muka and contains kereru, kaka and weka feathers
from the Chatham Islands. Two muka korowai were made with the first
korowai intended for the Moderator however this was given to Te Whanau a
Apanui who gifted the korowai to te kahui ariki King Tuheitia and is on display
in Mahinarangi wharenui at Turangawaewae marae.

The Moderator was presented to Te Aka Puaho by Mr Tamati Cairns of
Ruatahuna now living in Te Whanganui a tara.

Tena koe e teMotareta: Moderator Mrs Millie A Te Kaawa
greeting Moderator the Rev Te Ahorangi Wayne Te Kaawa.

An extra special moment of the installation was the presentation of the
Moderator’s stole by the Rev Tom Hawea. This stole was conferred upon the
first Moderator of Te Aka Puaho the Very Rev John Laughton CMG in 1945.
Since then it has been worn by all 27 previous Moderators. The Very Rev
Pamela Tankersley also sent a specially made stole that was also presented to
the Moderator. In response to the Rev Tom Hawea the Moderator in turn
presented to him a stole that he had made especially for the day that had upon
it the two emblems of Te Aka Puaho. Finally a greenstone cross was presented
on behalf of Te Aka Puaho to the Moderator.

In his address the Moderator paid tribute to all those members of Te Aka
Puaho both ministers and non-ministerswho work tirelessly to present the
claim of Jesus Christ. The Moderator also remarked from a previous booklet
produced by Te Aka Puaho in the 1960s that it is now ‘New ways for new days’
and the key is to build upon what we already have.

“The church is about people, for God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son, who is the heartbeat of God. God gave his very own heart for us


